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Call for Papers 
National Seminar to Celebrate Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav  

 (December 27-28, 2022) 
On the Theme 

India@75 years of Independence:  
Celebrating Unsung Women Freedom Fighters 

 Organised by 
Govind Ballabh Pant Social Science Institute, 

Jhusi, Prayagraj, UP 
 

Concept Note with Sub-themes  

The proposed conference as part of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, (celebrating India’s 
Freedom after seventy-five years of independence) intends to celebrate the lesser 
known freedom fighters especially women whose contribution in India’s freedom 
struggle while very important but less discussed. The freedom struggle was successful 
owing to the popular base it had. It certainly included the thousands of men and women 
who were instrumental in driving the British away. India’s freedom struggle witnessed 
support from every nook and corner of the country. It thrived on the academic ground 
and flourished with the increased contribution of each and every member of Indian 
society. The history of India is full of the sacrifices made by common people as by the 
frontline leadership. As post-modernist approach to social sciences emphasises, there 
has always been a closer inter-linkage between knowledge and power. In the process 
of documentation and the hierarchy of narratives that dominate socio-political milieu; 
sacrifices and contributions of those who are at the margins, especially Dalit women, 
tribal women and women as a whole remained less celebrated.  

During the freedom struggle feminist discourse was an emerging paradigm 
which got diluted with the men leaders’ efforts. Consequently, the subsequent 
generations became less aware about women leader’s contributions. The absence of 
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awareness at a broader public level has given rise to a narrow feeling of nationalism 
that promotes subordination, sectarianism and social exclusion. There has emerged a 
hierarchy of women’s contribution to freedom struggle in India. Knowing and 
celebrating such female leadership in India’s freedom struggle could be a great source 
of inspiration. While some are well represented and celebrated, but at the same time a 
large number of such noble women whose contributions were very crucial are left 
behind. The primary objective of the proposed conference is to explore and understand 
the unsung women leadership in India’s freedom struggle. Towards that end, it focuses 
on connecting past to the future by going through the present. The sacrifices of 
Matangini Hazra, Gulab Kaur, Chakali Ilamma and Rani Abbakka, Velu Nachiyar, 
Jhalkari Bai, Rani Gaidilu, Moolmati, Udha Devi, Laxmi Sahgal, Kamala Devi 
Chattopadhyay, Tara Rani Srivastav, Bhikaiji Kama, Aruna Asaf Ali, Kanaklata Barua 
and so on shall be discussed and deliberated in detail in the proposed conference. As a 
secondary aim, the conference wishes to develop a pan India understanding about 
forgotten women freedom fighters of India. 

At the outset, proposed national conference is productive in both theoretical and 
behavioural aspects. This is a great opportunity for us to invite participants and start a 
meaningful discussion on unsung women freedom fighter, so that we can delve deeper 
to find the gap between what ‘we do and what we can’ to create a better India for 
younger generations. We are enthusiastic to serve the highest aim of higher education 
i.e. De/Re constructs research in higher education. Developing an understanding about 
the forgotten Indian women freedom would go a long way in that direction. The 
proposed conference as part of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, (celebrating India’s 
Freedom after seventy-five years of independence) intends to celebrate the lesser 
known freedom fighters especially the women who played a prominent role.  

The primary objective of the proposed conference is to explore and understand 
the unsung women leadership in India’s freedom struggle. As a secondary aim, the 
conference wishes to develop a pan India understanding about forgotten women 
freedom fighters of India. Towards that end, the conference shall include the following 
themes and sub-themes. The list is indicative and may include other interesting topics 
of interest.  

 
Major Themes to be covered in the National Seminar 
 

a) Tracing Roots and Development of Indian Feminism through Unsung Women 
Leaders 

b) Morality, Religion and Ethics during Freedom Struggle 
c) Unsung Women Leaders 
d) Contemporary Trends of Development Process and Women Leadership 
e) Social Exclusion Debate: From Past to Present 

Mentioned below is a list of indicative areas where discussions are expected to take 
place; 

• Historical Retrospection of Freedom Struggle through Feminist Lens 
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• Relevance of Concepts, Principles and Ideology of Gender 
• Intersectionality 
• Identifying Unsung Women leaders like; Matangini Hazra, Gulab Kaur, Chakali 

Ilamma and Rani Abbakka, Rani Gaidilu, Moolmati Udha Devi etc. 
• Morality, Religion and Ethics in Our Freedom Struggle: Women’ Standpoint 
• Content Analysis of Literature and Discourse 
• Political Pragmatism, Advertising and Political Theory of Women’s Movement 
• Role of Gandhian Philosophy and Women   
• B R Ambedkar’s Perspective on Women  
• Role and Rights of Subjugated Sections of Women 
• Tracing Roots of Indian Feminism in Freedom Struggle and its present form 
• Contemporary Trends of Development Process and Women Leadership 
• Contemporary Trends of People’s movements and Women 
• Relevance of Eco-feminism and Challenges of Climate Change in India 
• Programmes and Policies of Union and State Governments to Celebrate Unsung 

Women Leaders  

 
The organizers invite interested academicians/Faculty Members/Scholars/Students and 
any other person who is interested to send in their proposal for paper presentation as 
per the following details: 
 
Important dates: 
Last Date for Abstract and Full Papers: 25th December 2022 
Intimation of acceptance: 25th December 2022 
Address to send abstract 
seminargbpssi2022@gmail.com 
 

§ Online mode presentation is also available 

 
Note: The abstract concerning the identified themes (In Hindi or English) around 250-
300 words and full papers around 4000-5000 words should reach by the indicated 
deadline in the email provided above. 
 
Registration Fee 
For Research Scholars/Students: Rs. 300 
For Faculty and others: Rs. 500 
( Google form link will be shared, along with the acceptance email, for registration) 
Organizing committee 
 

• Prof Badri Narayan Tiwari, Director (Patron) 
• Prof K N Bhatt 
• Prof G C Rath 
• Dr Archana Singh 
• Dr Chandraiah Gopani 
• Dr Manik Kumar 
• Dr Ambuj Sharma 
• Dr Kamie Samson 
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• Dr Subhash Kumar 
• Dr Md. Juel Rana 
• Dr Puja Pal 

 

Conveners 
Dr Niharika Tiwari & Dr Samanta Sahu 
(7060581668 and 9402675959) 
For abstract/Paper related queries Please contact:  Puja Pal and Juel Rana: 
8750457405) 
 
Venue: G B Pant Social Science Institute, Jhusi, Prayagraj, UP  


