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Kumbh

Study Centre

Govind Ballabh Pant Social Science Institute
in association with

Prayagraj Mela Pradhikaran

Think tank of knowledge and
resource around Kumbh mela,
Prayagraj

Pradhikaran, initiates to develop Kumbh Study Centre.

The G.B. Pant Social Science Institute, a constituent
institute of Central University Allahabad, is a premiere research
and development institute in India established in 1980 under joint
support of the Indian Council of Social Science Research
(ICSSR) and the government of Uttar Pradesh (U.P). The
Institute is unique in its concerns with both theoretical and
applied research in social and management sciences, particu-
larly in the fields of socio-economic development, popular
culture, public policies and social technologies of modernity.

The GBPSSI, in collaboration with Prayagraj Mela
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The Institute and (above) Ganga River Culture Gallery



The Institute has a museum of Ethnography and Socio-economic
development: Manav Vikas Sangrahalaya, has four galleries on different
themes, which aims at preserving and highlighting the folk cultures, local
traditions and heritage of our country, particularly of Uttar Pradesh and its
neighbouring regions. It aims to preserve and document indigenous
knowledge systems in various areas and also their tools, technologies and
other modes of production. The Institute has a Ganga River Culture gallery
that represents the socio-economic and cultural continuity and change

About the Kumbh

Kumbh Mela is the largest peaceful congregation of humans on earth.
Devotees believe that by bathing in the Ganges, one is freed from sins
liberating her/ him from the cycle of birth and death. The congregation
includes ascetics, saints, sadhus, aspirants-kalpavasis and visitors. The
festival is held at Allahabad, Haridwar, Ujjain and Nasik every four years by
rotation and is attended by millions of people irrespective of caste, creed or
gender. Kumbh Mela plays a central spiritual role in the country, exerting a
mesmeric influence on ordinary Indians. The event encapsulates the
science of astronomy, astrology, spirituality, ritualistic traditions, and social
and cultural customs and practices, making it extremely rich in knowledge.
As it held in four different cities in India, it involves different social and
cultural activities, making this a culturally diverse festival. Knowledge and
skills related to the tradition are transmitted through ancient religious
manuscripts, oral traditions, historical travelogues and texts. Now, itis also
enlisted as an “Intangible Cultural heritage of humanity” by UNESCO.

along the entire Ganga River belt, from Gangotri to Gangasagar, through
large paintings, photographs, artifacts and models.

About the Mela Pradhikaran

The Prayagraj Mela Pradhikaran, has been established with the objective
of regulating/administering activities of the management of Magh/Kumbh /
Maha Kumbh Mela organized at Prayagraj on regular intervals.

About the Prayagraj

Prayag is composed by combining the words 'pra’ and 'yag'. Here the
meaning of 'Pra’ means 'Excellent’, that is to grow fast and 'yag' means
'vagna'. A place where yagya spread fast, itis called Prayag. Prayagrajisa
beautiful city situated at the confluence of the Rivers Ganga, Yamuna, and
Saraswati. The city draws the attention of pilgrims and heritage lovers from




all over the world as it opens the traveller to a world of mythological and
spiritual wonders. Prayagraj is a fusion of sanctity, religion, traditions,
history, and architecture which offers varied experiences from
historical to religious and is one of the destinations which holds the
Kumbh Mela, world's largest congregation of humans. The city was the
nerve centre of activities during India's Freedom Movement. Several
eminent national leaders were born on this land and has also played a
leading role in the development of literature and culture. The city has

been described in ancient scriptures as 'Teerthraj', the holiest pilgrim-
age centre and is indeed a perfect place to have a soulful escape.

About the Prayag Kumbh

The history of the large mela in Prayag in written form is available since
the Gupta period from the fourth to the sixth centuries. Perhaps the first
historical description of a great mela in this region was in 643 CE,
written by the Chinese, Buddhist monk Hsuan Tsang, who had
travelled to India to find Buddhist sacred texts. Hsuan Tsang wrote of a
gathering of pilgrims to an "age-long festival" in the month of Magh
(January-February). He explained how King Harsha displayed his
generosity by giving away goods to all classes of people until he
himself possessed nothing and returned to his capital wearing only
single piece of cloth.



The Narasimha Purana, dated to the fifth or sixth centuries, also
gives evidence that a month-long mela was known during the
Gupta period. Sages are said to come from different orders
assembling from various parts of India during the month of Magh.

The institutionalized beginning of Kumbh Mela is credited to the
great philosopher Shankara in 8th century. The Kumbh Mela at
Prayag is widely considered as the most significant among all the
Kumbh festivals held at other locations. It is considered as the
source of enlightenment.

About the Centre
The Context:

In Prayagraj, Kumbh mela is the biggest show on earth, Hindu-
ism's antique memory, co-scripted by mythology, history and
enacted by keepers of wisdom and seekers of moksha. Editorials
and articles in the press at mela time (every twelve years) lyrically
emphasize the continuity of the pilgrimage throughout India's
past, find inspiration in its durability and changeless character,
and marvel at the anachronism of an ancient festival thriving in
the modern world

Keeping in view its expertise in historical studies, cultural studies
and empirical research G.B. Pant Social Science Institute, Jhusi,
Prayagraj proposes to establish a Kumbh Study Centre in the
Institute, in collaboration with Prayagraj Mela Pradhikaran.

The centre would evolve as a think tank of knowledge and
resource around Kumbh mela, Prayagraj. The center may plan
various kinds of researches around historical studies, inclusive
culture, traditions, management, organizations, visions, policies
and experiences centered on Kumbha mela Prayagraj. The
social, economic, cultural, religious aspects of Kumbh mela will
be focus of research by the eminent social scientist, researchers
and policy makers and administrators under this center.

Proposed activities:

The Kumbh Study Centre proposes activities of study, research
and archiving, keeping in focus the various facets of Kumbh
Mela, Prayagraj, to bring out the real essence of Kumbh Mela, by
the ways of field/archive visits, small research projects, case
studies, fellowships and workshops/seminars.

1. Aresource center and archive on Kumbh mela Prayagraj



will be developed under this center. This archive will be
repository of knowledge documents, data, reports,
scholarly researches related with Kumbh mela.

2. Small Research Projects: This centre will initiate few
small projects (at least one in a year) on the Kumbh Mela
Prayagraj.The amount of project will be around Rupees
One Lakh. This project will help us to produce data-base
and do scientific documentation on Kumbh and related
issues.

3. Case Studies on Kumbh: This centre will also document
other kumbh as a case study to understand the nuances
of this cultural site at other geographical spaces.

4. Instituting Prayagraj Kumbh Fellowship: This centre will
launch a fellowship named Prayagraj Kumbh Fellowship.
This fellowship will be given to the eminent scholar
through rigorous process of identification and screening
of eminent social scientists, researchers, administrators,
cultural activists who may write research papers and
publish in internationally reputed journals. It will help to
disseminate knowledge and experience about Kumbh
Mela Prayagraj throughout the world. The number of
fellowship may be two in one year @ Rupees Fifty
thousand for each fellow. This research work may be
based on archival material / ethnographic work.

5. Seminars/brainstorming workshops: The center will
organize seminars and conferences time to time related
with Kumbh mela Prayagraj and publish those insights
and discussions. These insights emerging from these
workshops will help policy makers and administrators to
organize Kumbh and forge intimate relationship with
pilgrims and state.

Infrastructural Facilities :

The Kumbh Study Centre will be located in the Museum Building
of the Institute. This centre will comprise the following facilities:

= Study room for Scholars
« Small Exhibition Centre
= Resource Centre
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Kumbh Study Centre

Manav Vikas Sangrahalaya

G.B. Pant Social Science Institute
Jhusi, Prayagraj-211019
Uttar Pradesh, India
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