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About the seminar

I ndia is at the cusp of a healthcare revolution, experiencing a para-
digm shift in its healthcare system. The dynamic landscape is
marked by transformative advancements, policy reforms, and a
heightened focus on enhancing healthcare accessibility,
affordability, and quality for its vast and diverse population. The semi-
nar aims to delve into the changing dimensions of healthcare, ana-
lyse key policies, evaluate challenges, and envision a future where
healthcare gaps are minimized, and progress is paramount.

Post-independence, India embarked on a dynamic journey of evolv-
ing health policies to address the healthcare needs of its vast and
diverse population. The National Health Policies of India has experi-
enced paradigm shifts in its intent and content. The Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare launched its first National Health Policy
(NHP) in 1983 i.e., the first national health policy after 36 years of inde-
pendence. The policy lays stress on preventive, promotive, public
health, and rehabilitation aspects of healthcare focussing on com-
prehensive primary healthcare services to reach the population in
the remote areas of the country. It also concusses on decentralized
system of health care, the key features of which were low cost, de-
professionalisation (use of volunteers and paramedics), & commu-
nity participation, and expansion of the private curative sector which
would help reduce the government's burden. The second NHP was
launched in 2002 that focused on the primary healthcare approach,
decentralisation of the public healthcare system, bringing health



programmes under one umbrella, strengthening public health ser-
vices, and enhanced contribution in the NGO and private sectors. The
third NHP was launched in 2017 and provided a comprehensive
framework for achieving Universal Health Coverage (UHC) by 2030.
The primary aim of the NHP, 2017, is to inform, clarify, strengthen,
and prioritize the role of the Government in shaping health systems
in all its dimensions- investments in health, organization of
healthcare services, prevention of diseases, and promotion of good
health through cross-sectoral actions, access to technologies, devel-
oping human resources, encouraging medical pluralism, building
knowledge base, developing better financial protection strategies,
strengthening regulation and health assurance. The policy recog-
nizes the pivotal importance of Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).

The current healthcare landscape in India is characterized by a dual
burden of communicable and non-communicable diseases, varying
healthcare access between urban and rural areas, and limited finan-
cial protection for healthcare expenses. Given the contemporary
situation of healthcare in India, the paradigms on two dimensions
namely digitalisation of the healthcare system and strengthening
traditional and complementary medicine were set for the future of
healthcare in India. Firstly, India is at the forefront of integrating digi-
tal technologies into its healthcare sector, aiming to enhance effi-
ciency, accessibility, and quality of healthcare services. The digitaliza-
tion of healthcare, encompassing electronic health records,
telemedicine, mobile health applications, and data analytics, is rap-
idly transforming the way healthcare is delivered and accessed.
These technologies facilitate remote consultations, efficient data
management, and real-time monitoring, making healthcare more
patient-centric and enabling healthcare professionals to make
informed decisions promptly. Secondly, in parallel, India has a rich
heritage of traditional and complementary medicine systems like



Ayurveda, Yoga, Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, and Homeopathy
(AYUSH). These traditional systems have been an integral part of
Indian culture and have gained recognition for their holistic
approach to healthcare. Over the years, there has been a renewed
focus on integrating traditional medicine into the mainstream
healthcare system.

Themes

We invite theoretical and empirical papers shedding light on the fol-
lowing themes.

The healthcare system of India

Public health

Modern medicines

Traditional, complementary, and alternative medicines
Preventive and curative medicines

Tribal medicines

Self-healthcare

Mental health and wellbeing

Healthcare equity and inclusive healthcare

Healthcare and marginalised groups

-Social and economic determinants of utilizing healthcare services
Regional variation and spatial determinant of healthcare
Quality of healthcare services

Healthcare digitalization and technological advancements
Healthcare expenditure and health insurance

Climate change and healthcare

Healthcare and SDGs

Healthcare policies and programs

Data quality issues in healthcare

Other relevant topics related to healthcare



Date and Venue

Duration of the seminar: 28th and 29th February, 2024
Venue: Seminar Hall, G. B. Pant Social Science Institute, Jhusi
Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh - 211019

Submissions

Who can submit an abstract?
Researchers, Students, and Professionals

Registration

Please register using the link
https://forms.gle/otLnkaXeamSqgcf2E6

No Registration Fee is required

Abstract submission

The abstract with a word count of 500-600 should be submitted to
nationalseminar@gbpssi.in

The abstract should be consisting of Rationale and Objectives (150
words), Data and Methods (150 words), Results (150 words), and
Conclusions (100 words).

Full paper submission

The full paper needs to be submitted to the same email ID with
around 6000 words and APA reference style (7 edition). Submission
of the full paper is mandatory to participate in the seminar.

Deadlines

Last date of abstract submission: 25th January 2024

Intimation of the selected abstracts & travel awards: 30th January 2024
Last date of registration for the seminar: 5th February 2024

Last date for the submission of the full paper: 20th February 2024


https://forms.gle/otLnkaXeamSgcf2E6
mailto:nationalseminar@gbpssi.in

Food, travel, and accommodation

Food and shared accommodation will be provided to the paper pre-
senters. The travel allowances will be provided to the selected paper
presenters. A travel grant of to and fro- three (3) tier A.C Train/Bus
transport by the shortest route, subject to the submission of the orig-
inal journey Train/Bus tickets from your place of stay to Prayagraj and
a copy of the return ticket, when you apply to us for the Travel
Reimbursement (Fares of premium trains like Rajdhani, Shatabdi,
Duronto, etc will not be refunded). The nearest train stations are
Prayagraj Junction, Prayagraj ChheokiJunction, and Sangam.

Potential publication

The selected papers from the seminar may be peer-reviewed and
published in the form of an edited book. Internationally reputed pub-
lishers such as Springer or Routledge will be approached for the pub-
lication.

Organising Committee

Chairman
Prof. Badri Narayan, Director, Govind Ballabh Pant Social Science Institute

Coordinator
Dr.Md. Juel Rana (Mobile - 8750457405)

Assistant Professor, Govind Ballabh Pant Social Science Institute

Patrons

Prof. G.C. Rath Dr. Manik Kumar
Dr. Archana Singh Dr. Ambuj Sharma
Dr.Chandraiah Gopani Dr. Subhash Kumar
Dr Samanta Sahu Dr. Puja Pal

Dr. Kamei Samson

For assistance contact
Coordinator - Dr. Md. Juel Rana (Mobile - 8750457405)
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