
Unit 2:
Access and Quality of Education 
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Quality of Education

• The progress of the country in the world of today is more than

ever dependent upon the quantity and quality of education

received by people.

• Primary education is a fundamental need of life. Primary

education is the foundation of the entire super structure of a

nation which we intend to build.

• In the educational ladder primary education plays a pivotal

role for mass literacy and provides a solid foundation for

higher education.

• Overall, the quality of primary education determines the

quality of life of nations, strengthens democratic institutions,

ensures economic development and modernizes social

institutions.
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A series of programmes have been implemented by the Central

and State/UT Governments to foster quality education and

improve student learning outcomes.

The Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan has been investing a substantial

proportion of its funds in recruitment of additional teachers for

Government schools.

This has brought about a substantial improvement in teachers’

availability. The total number of teachers engaged in teaching in

schools imparting elementary education has increased from 5.2

million in 2006-07 to 7.7 million in 2013-14.

The Pupil-Teacher Ratio (PTR) at the primary level has improved

from 36:1 in 2006-07 to 25:1 in 2013-14 (Education for All:

towards Quality with Equity, 2014).

Quality of Education
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Some Major Quality Indicators

• Infrastructure- It includes Classroom, Black Board,

Drinking Water & Toilet Facilities and availability of Play

Grounds etc.

• Physical Environment- It includes like school boundary,

distance of the school from the place of residence, school

surroundings and appearance of the school from inside.

• Teaching Aids- All the schools studied have some sorts of

teaching-aids like OHP, computer etc.

• Classroom Dynamics-Under classroom dynamics, the

subjects like teaching strategy, student feedback system,

student performance and teacher’s attitude have been

discussed with the principals and teachers.
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• Quality Parameters- In this category, the overall

performance of the teacher in the schools is taken into

consideration. How frequently teachers are getting

training, how much teachers are satisfied with the

teaching learning process in the school and students

perception about the school.

• Monitoring and Supervision- It includes monitoring

and supervision of the schools by community and

their participation in the school activity, monitoring

and supervision of the teaching learning activities by

the school Principals.

Some Major Quality Indicators
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Increasing Teachers Availability
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• The states should employ more teachers and not rely on
para teacher to provide quality education.

• All government school should be well equipped, so that
choice of going to private school is reduced.

• School management committee (SMC) should spread
awareness about the act at the community level, in
Panchayats, so that people are encouraged to send their
children to school.

• School management committee should be provided the
necessary financial and other support by the state to go
about their duties.

• The public private partnership (PPP) model in primary
education should be avoided so that there is no
commercialization of education.

Increasing Teachers Availability
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Conclusion
• The concern for quality of education has been voiced from

time to time in India.

• The National Policy on Education (NPE), 1986 and the revised

NPE, 1992, again highlighted the urgency to address the

quality concerns on priority basis. Quality cannot improve by

itself.

• It requires multi-pronged and strategic reforms in teacher

training, improvements in the facilities and infrastructure in

schools teachers’ motivation; and a change in the style of

teaching to make it attractive to the students.

• In the initial years of SSA, the thrust was on closing the

infrastructural gaps as it was recognized that an enabling

environment aids learning and can lead to improvement in

quality of education imparted by government schools.
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• The states were to formulate strategies for improving the

quality of education also through recruitment of teachers for

ensuring the norm of one teacher for every forty children,

expansion of school facilities, provision of free textbooks,

regular in service training to teachers and school grants for

repair and maintenance and teaching learning materials.

Conclusion
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Thank you
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