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Introduction

Education has been considered as a critical input for economic
and social development which empowers disadvantaged
groups with increased efficiency and capability to protect their
Interest.

Education must help learners to live their lives with greater
competence and confidence, developing behaviour based on
positive values, understanding and respecting for other people
of all kinds for their rights.

Efforts to eradicate illiteracy have always persisted own in the
pre-independence days.

In India several measures were initiated after independence to
promote literacy and education e.g. in order to prepare blue
print for policies and programs to faster and desire
development of elementary education.



Introduction

« From the beginning of the National Education Policy of 1968,
the main focus of the Government of India is aiming for
universal elementary education.

« This commitment has been reiterated by subsequent policies
such as Operation Blackboard (1986), Total Literacy
Campaigns (1988), District Primary Education Program
(1994) etc.

« These stratification in the Indian society leads to inequality In
educational attainment across castes, religion and ethnic
groups (Dreze and Sen 1995). In case of enrolment and
continuation of elementary and higher education, these socio-
economic dynamics have strong impact.



Right to Education

Provisioning free and compulsory education to all children is
the objective which has been enshrined in the Indian
Constitution as a Fundamental Right.

The Constitution (Eighty-sixth Amendment) Act, 2002 also
enjoins the State “to provide early childhood care and
education to all children until they complete the age of six
years”.

Article 46 of the Indian Constitution enjoins that “the State
shall promote, with special care, the education and economic
Interests of the weaker sections of the people.

A crucial development pertaining to education sector in India
In the past few years has been the establishment of
Constitutional and legal groundwork's for accomplishing
universal elementary education.



Right to Education

* The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education
(RTE) Act, 2009, which was implemented on 15t April
2010, has laid a firm foundation on which future policies
and programs relating to elementary education could be
constructed.

* The RTE Act has the objective of achieving the goal of
providing good quality free and compulsory education to
all children in the age group 6-14 years.



Right to Education

RTE Act, 2009 provides for the following:

1. The Act ensures that every attaining the age of
six to fourteen years have the right to free and
compulsory education in a neighbourhood
school till completion of elementary education.

2. It explains that ‘compulsory education” means
obligation of the appropriate government to
provide free elementary education and ensure
compulsory  admission, attendance and
completion of elementary education by every
child in the six to fourteen age group.




Right to Education

3.Free’ means that no child shall be liable to pay
any kind of fee or charges or expenses
which may stop him or her from pursuing
and completing elementary education;

4.The Act makes provisions for a non-admitted
child to be admitted to an age-
appropriate class.

5.The Act prohibits

(a) physical punishment and mental harassment;
(b) screening procedures for admission of
children; (c) capitation fees; (d) private tuition by
teachers; and (e) running of schools without
recognition;



Right to Education

6.Requires the appropriate government and
every local authority to “ensure that the chilc
belonging to weaker sections and the chilc
belonging to disadvantaged groups are not
discriminated against and prevented from
pursuing and completing elementary
education on any grounds”,




Conti...

7.1t may be an altruistic mission but it is certainly imperative
to develop a curriculum which must encompass the
development of the child, improving the knowledge and
talents of the child, and enabling the child free from fear,
trauma and anxiety;

8.Children belonging to weaker sections and disadvantaged
groups need to be supported financial aid or grants through the
appropriate Government or the local authority to meet their
expenses towards their education related expenses.
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