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Introduction

Education has been considered as a critical input for economic
and social development which empowers disadvantaged
groups with increased efficiency and capability to protect their
Interest.

Education must help learners to live their lives with greater
competence and confidence, developing behaviour based on
positive values, understanding and respecting for other people
of all kinds for their rights.

Efforts to eradicate illiteracy have always persisted in the
pre-independence days.

In India several measures were initiated after independence to
promote literacy and education e.g. in order to prepare blue
print for policies and programs to faster and desire
development of elementary education.



Introduction

From the beginning of the National Education Policy of 1968, the
main focus of the Government of India is aiming for universal
elementary education.

This commitment has been reiterated by subsequent policies such
as Operation Blackboard (1986), Total Literacy Campaigns
(1988), District Primary Education Program (1994) etc.

India Is a stratified society, where a group of socio-economic
mobility works together to shape the decisions of individuals in
group results.

These stratification in the Indian society leads to inequality in
educational attainment across castes, religion and ethnic groups
(Dreze and Sen 1995). In case of enrolment and continuation of
elementary and higher education, these socio-economic dynamics
have strong impact.
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« Their impact, at best, could be termed as a mixed one but it
resulted in expanding the physical infrastructure, number of
teachers and enrolment level of students and ultimately
reflected upon the overall literacy level of the country.

« However, the flip side of it has also been in the form of high-
dropout rates both at the primary and secondary levels,
dilution In the quality of -education and increasing
marginalization of the marginalized section of society and the
women (Rahi, 1966).

« The decades of planned development has no doubt pushed the
country into the frontiers of many core areas and helped to
become self dependent in critical sectors; however, it has also
brought home several important lessons and the foremost
being that economic growth alone was not a sufficient
condition for spelling out all round prosperity unless it is not
accompanied by social development (Pant, 2014).



Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan

Even after years of educational reforms through different programmes
like District Primary Education Programme (DPEP), Operation
Blackboard (OB) etc., it was observed that education had not been
reached up to majority of children and also actions taken by the states
were insufficient to attain the universal primary education.

In 2001, the Government of India has introduced a new programme
called the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan which is planned for the development
and growth mainly in the primary education.

The foremost objective of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan is to give primary
education to all children.

This objective of SSA was again strengthened with the 86Y
Constitutional Amendment Act, which provides free and compulsory
primary education to all the children of ages from 6 to 14 year and
India has become one of the few countries to make education the
fundamental right of children.
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SSA, has been one such government’s endeavour that not only aims to
universalize elementary education through a host of social interventions
that not only encourages the communities involvement in school
curriculum activities but also brings in an element of transparency and
social accountability into the working that earlier was missing.

Under SSA, the entire gamut of educational interventions, that starts with
earlier childhood care and carries through elementary and post elementary
phase, has been perceived holistically.

Further, the involvement of private players in school curriculum through a
host of bodies viz. Parents Teacher Association (PTA), Mothers Teacher
Association (MTA), School Management Committees (SMC) etc. lends
credence to the overall functioning of school level activities.

Similarly, through legal interventions like Education Guarantee
Scheme/Act and Alternative and Innovative Education (AIE), the SSA, to a
large extent has also succeeded to bring into its fold the out of school
children into elementary education domain.
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Reducing social category gaps in relation to accessing as
well as participating in elementary education has been one
of the vital objectives of the SSA.

While numerous interventions to lessen social category gap
In education are implemented within the mainstream
elementary education system, certain context specific
Interventions are initiated to mitigate problems pertaining to
Involvement in education of disadvantaged groups such as
the Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs) and
children with special needs.

The SSA has also attached priority to children living iIn
remote and dispersed habitations, urban-deprived children,
and children affected by seasonal migration.
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* A key Intervention undertaken under the SSA for
reducing the social gap In education has been the
provision of adequate infrastructure for elementary
schooling In districts with concentration of
economically and socially disadvantaged population
groups.

 The SSA has been targeting geographical areas In
districts and blocks with predominance of SCs, STs,
and OBCs and Minority population in the matter of
funds and school infrastructure to promote education
of those who have been deprived of educational
facilities so far.



Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan

Likewise, it could also be stated that SSA has also
succeeded In improving the access of deprived section to
schooling, enhanced their participation into the working and
In decision making bodies; provided coverage to children
with special needs that was earlier missing.

The cumulative result of all this multipronged strategy
adopted in SSA has been adequately reflected on various
educational parameters. These are the basic and cardinal
planks that go a long way towards gender empowerment.

The role of peer pressure groups that have been
conceptualized in SSA guidelines viz. School Management
Committee, Village Education Committee, Parents
Teachers’ Association etc also needs to be redefined as they
are supposed to play a more pro active role in mobilizing
the community support.



Percentage of enrollment up to Primary level in Rural and

Urban India

Years Govt. Private Total

Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban
2002-03 91.12 8.88 59.56 40.44 75.34 24.66
2004-05 91.02 8.98 38.01 61.99 64.52 35.49
2006-07 91.32 8.68 60.88 39.12 76.1 23.9
2008-09 91.42 8.58 61.53 38.47 76.48 23.53
2010-11 91.07 8.93 62.4 37.6 76.74 23.27
2013-14 95.08 4.92 65.93 34.07 80.51 19.50

Source- Unified District Information system for Education (UDISE)
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Gender dimension of Sarva Siksha Abhiyan

This program has a special emphasis on education of
scheduled caste, tribes and particularly the girls.

As per the educational statistics of Government of India, In
1901 females literacy rate was 0.60% Iin comparison to male
literacy rate of 9.83% gradually it increased in 1991, for girls
39.29% and 64.13%boys.

But it does not show a satisfactory condition about the female
education.

The Indian government has presented a strong positive data
towards education to all, but India still has one of the lowest
female literacy rates in Asian continent (UNDP Report, 2009).
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It can be easily observed from the following table that among
the Asian countries India has the highest Gap between male
and female literacy rate.

The lower rate of female literacy not only shows a negative
Impact on the lives of women, but it also has an adverse effect
on the country’s economic strength.

The governments realized this and have developed many
schemes to educate the females of the country.

There have been various programs and policies to check
negative teacher attitudes, biases in the curriculum, lack of
female teachers and sanitation conditions in schools that
Inhibit girl child enrolment and retention.
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Literacy rate Male literacy | Female literacy | Gap/Difference
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Gender dimension of Sarva Siksha Abhiyan

It cannot be denied that SSA together with RTE Act has gained
significant achievements In the direction of female education as
we see that the female literacy has increased from 53.67%
(census 2001) to 65.46% though it, still, is much lower than the
male which is 82.10% (census 2011);

Enrollment of girls at all levels in general and at the elementary
level In particular has increased; Gender gap in education has
decreased significantly at elementary level though it is still high
at secondary and higher levels.

Various impediments in the path of women’s education like lack
of separate toilets, large distances of schools from their homes, in
access to all weather roads etc. have been dealt with leading to
decline in dropout rates sharply for all children in general and for
girls in particular at elementary level though it is still high at
secondary and higher levels.



Data Highlights — Census 2011

Literacy Rates (in %)
e 1506 50 | oo
Overall
India 64.8 74.0 +9.2
Rural 58.7 68.9 +10.2

Urban 79.9 85.0 +3.1
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Gender-wise Urban Rural Literacy (%0)

=~ =

75.3 32.1 + 6.8
70.7 78.6 +7.9
86.3 89.7 + 3.4

53.7 65.5 +11.8
46.1 58.8 +12.7
72.9 79.9 +7.0

Source: Census of India, 2011
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Reasons of Drop Out

School dropout simply means early departure from school.

These students, who leave their schools without completion
their primary school, have no certificate. School dropout is a

worldwide issue facing by education department throughout
the world.

There is no single factor causing dropout. But a number of
factor are involved which directed it as a procedure.

Poverty, poor academic performance, substandard teaching,
migration and need for employment to support the family are
major factors behind the higher dropout rate of the children.



Reasons of Drop Out

The SSA is an effort to recognize the need for improving the
performance of the school system and to provide community
owned gquality elementary education in mission mode.

It also envisages bridging of gender and social gaps.

The country has made impressive achievement in the
elementary education sector.

But the other side is that the large number of children in the
age group of 6 - 14 years, are not attending school.

There are problems relating to drop - out rate and low
participation of girls, tribals and other disadvantaged groups
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rcentage of Drop out Rate up to Primary level

2000-01 39.70 41.90 40.27
2002-03 35.90 33.70 34.90
2004-05 31.80 25.40 29.00
2006-07 24.57 26.75 25.60
2008-09 29.57 25.85 27.84
2010-11 29.05 25.39 217.35
2013-14 21.16 18.28 19.79

Source- Unified District Information system for Education (UDISE)
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Thank you
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