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Lecture 1- Introduction 

 

 

A major section of the population (833 billion as per 2011 census) of India, is located in rural 

areas. The rural population has great potential. But the problem of widespread poverty, low 

agricultural productivity, growing inequality, rapid growth of population, growing and rising and 

unemployment, all impede the economic life in rural areas.  

 

We are far to achieve Gram Swaraj, the dream of  Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi dreamt of the 

transformation of every village into a self-efficient autonomous entity where all the systems and 

facilities for a dignified living are available. Gram Swaraj or village self-rule is decentralized, 

human-centric and non-exploitative. It adheres to working towards a simple village economy and 

towards achieving self-sufficiency. Since independence, rural development is one of the core 

concern of our government. If development has to take place to make India self-sustaining, it 

will have to be rooted in and started from the rural areas. 

What is Rural Development 

World Bank (1975) defined rural development as implying the improvement in the living 

standard of masses of the low-income population residing in rural areas and making the process 

of development self-sustaining. 

Asian Centre for Development Administration (ACDA) identified the following indicators of 

rural development, 

• Increase in agricultural productivity, 

• Increase in rural employment, 

• Equitable distribution of wealth and income, 

• Fair distribution of power and influence and participation in decision making, 

• Removal of social barriers to access to public facilities, 

• Welfare indicators such as levels in literacy, schooling, mortality 

rate, life expectancy, rural roads, electrification and level of 

nutrition, and 

• Change in the values, beliefs and attitudes of people. 

 

Though the Indian government has tried its best to empower villages by 73rd Constitutional 

amendment act (1992), but still many socio-economic indicators consistently show that rural 

areas are far behind to urban areas. 



 

 

Why intervention is needed:  

 

To achieve the specific objectives of rural development,  intervention is needed in Rural settings 

to maximize the output of natural and human resource. Intervention is needed for 

 

• Raising the standard of living of people in rural areas, 

• Alleviating poverty in rural areas and improving the quality of life of 

 the people, 

• Development of both farming and non-farming activities to 

 generate gainful employment, 

• Changing the attitudes of the rural people towards the transformation of 

 village community  

• Provision of social infrastructure such as drinking water, health-care, 

 education, sanitation, housing, road, electrification, etc,  

• Maximum utilisation of local resources without adversely affecting 

 the environment 

 

What is Intervention in Rural Settings:  

Interventions in rural settings are conscious efforts by State, or an agency or an organization to 

promote and support opportunities for a large number of people. The government of India has 

been one of the largest agencies involved in such interventions. However, the cooperative sector, 

the corporate sector (CSR), the NGO sector has also contributed to improve and strengthen rural 

settings. 

To develop an in-depth understanding of various rural development programmes and their 

management, we are trying to introduce not only policies and programmes to our students but its 

critical analysis too, so that student can develop their own insight to understand the strength, 

weakness, opportunities and threats(SWOT) of any programme.   

 In our syllabus, we have divided  Programmes in three sections 

1. Employment and Income Generating Programmes 

2. Social Assistance Programmes 

3. Minimum Need Programmes 


