
Unit 3 
(1) 

Research Methods 
 
 On the basis of application, research may be classified under three 

general titles: 
 

(a) Policy Researches; 
(b) Applied Researches; and 
(c) Fundamental Research or pure theoretical research 

 
Policy Research 
 

 The research is basically the research with policy implications. 
Researches which are conducted for specific purpose of application, or 
researches with policy implications may be treated are policy research. 

 
 The results of such studies are used as 'indices' for policy formulations 

and implementations. 
 

 Many management researchers are policy researches because they 
are not merely of theoretical value, but also of practical utility. 

 
Applied Research 
 

 Applied researches are meant of testing the "known theories and 
models" of the population. 

 
 The validity of the established theories may have to be tested under 

certain conditions. 
 

 A theory that is established with the help of research in a particular 
population, at a particular time or in a given environment, need not be 
valid in a different situation; and hence the need for testing it 
elsewhere. 

 
 Researches conducted for the purposes may be called applied 

research 
 

 Applied researches are of useful for us because: 
 

(i) They make it possible to make comparisons between 
different populations, communities or organisations; 

 
(ii) A better generalisation becomes possible; 



 2

 
(iii) The validity of the theory increases; 
 
(iv) It makes a greater contribution to knowledge within limited 

means. 
 

Fundamental Research 
 

 Fundamental researches are original and investigative studies of a 
basis nature. 

 
 The topic or area of investigation would be new and fresh investigation 

would be carried out to originate a new theory, making additional 
contribution to knowledge. 

 
 It may also throw additional light on the existing theory or body of 

knowledge. 
 

 Its contribution, therefore, could be two fold: 
 

(a) Developing a new theory, and 
(b) Improving upon the existing theory. 

 

Classification of Research Methods 
 

 Methods of Research may be classified from many point of views. 
 

(a) The field to which applied : Social Science, Education, 
Philosophy, etc. 

 
(b) Purpose : Descriptive, predictions, 

determination of causes, 
determination of status. 

 
(c) Place where it is conducted : In the field or in the laboratory. 
 
(d) Application : Pure research on applied 

research. 
 
(e) Data gathering devices employed : Tests, questionnaires, rating 

scales, etc. 
 
(f) Character of data applied : Objective, subjective, 

quantitative, qualitative, etc. 
 
(g) Forms of thinking : Deductive, Inductive, etc. 
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(h) Control of Factors : Controlled or uncontrolled 

experiments. 
 

 Different authors have given different classification of research 
methods. In social science, several methods are used. Any method 
based on scientific approach is suitable for social and economic 
research, but it must be carried out on a set of pattern and its results 
should be reliable, logical and certain. 

 
 Generally, under social and economic research importance 

is given to the following method. 
 

(i) Historical Methods; 
(ii) Case Study Methods; 
(iii) Survey Methods; 
(iv) Experimental Methods; and 
(v) Other Methods. 

 
Historical Methods 

 
 Any research which makes use of the observations based on 'past 

events' is known as research in historical approach. 
 

 The main area of historical research is apply the method of reflective 
thinking to social and economic problems still unsolved by means of 
discovery of past trends of events; fasts and attitudes. 

 
 It traces lines to development in human thought and action in order to 

reach some basis for social activity. 
 

 Historical research, like all other research methods is not merely 
concerned with collection of data and facts but also on editing, 
analysing, evaluating and interpretation of data. They are integral post 
of the method. 

 
 Historical research should conduct critical evaluation and interpretation 

of historical documents and records in such a manner that general 
laws, or trend or hypothesis can be framed. 

 
 Historical research is essential for both basic and applied research in 

social sciences. 
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Definition 
 

 Historical research is the systematic and synthesis objective location, 
evaluation synthesis of evidence in order to establish facts and draw 
conclusions concerning past events. 

 
 In simple words, historical method seeks to find explanation of 

question of current interest by an intensive study of the past. Past 
always contains elements of the present. Past, present and future are 
all weill inter-linked. 

 
 In fact every project of research has more or less historical approach. 

 
 The past, if it can be located, contains the key to the present, though 

today is different from yesterday, it was shaped by yesterday. Today 
and yesterday will-probably influence tomorrow. 

 
Sources Historical Data 
 
Some of them are: 
 
 Books & Magazines. 
 Assemble documents, papers and literature. 
 Cultural and Analytical history material. 
 Memories, personal letters and documents. 
 Autobiographies. 
 Diaries and confessions. 
 Statistical materials. 
 Diplomatic Agreements. 
 Sacred Archives. 
 
Advantages 
 

 Some of the problems can only be investigated by this method. It, 
therefore fulfils a big gap of making the research possible and also 
meaningful on the problems that would otherwise remains unexplored. 

 
 It is not repeatable under any circumstances and therefore, it services 

a ready hand method to the researches who problems depend upon 
historical observations. 

 
 Historical methods provide very useful information that goes a long 

way towards the solution of a research problem. 
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Limitations 
 

 Non matching situation 
 Over-generalisation 
 Subjective interpretations 

 
Conditions for Historical Research 
 

 Selection of Topic for Research 
 Social might 
 Historical orientation 
 Knowledge of related social science 
 Wide Educational Background 
 Familiarity with the Topic and Its Objectives 
 Dispassionate Study 
 Imaginative Capacity 
 Selection and Rejection of the Material 
 Analysing and Coordinating Capacity 
 Knowledge of the study field 
 Knowledge of his own limitation 
 Availability of Necessary Facilities 

 

Steps Involved in Historical Data 
 
 The main steps involved in historical research are as below: 
 

(i) Selection of the Problem 
 

 Selection of an appropriate topic for research as all kinds of 
problem cannot be studied through historical method. 
 

 Selection of a suitable topic depends upon the researcher's 
intelligence, caliber, skill, aptitude, interests, training, 
courage, imagination and deep knowledge of the subject. 
 

 The topic to be studied must be specific and not general in 
order to facilitate a deep study. 

 
(ii) Objective of the Study 

 
 The researcher has to formulate the objectives of the study. 

 
 Unless the objectives are specified with sufficient precision, 

the data collected cannot be relevant. 
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(iii) Formulation of Hypothesis 
 

 Formulation of hypothesis gives definite point to the inquiry, 
aids in establishing direction in which to proceed and helps 
to delimit the field of inquiry by singling out pertinent facts on 
which to concentrate. 
 

 The use of hypothesis, thus, prevents a blind research and 
indiscriminate gathering of data. 

 
(iv) Preparations for Collection of Data 

 
 It is always necessary for the researcher to make necessary 

arrangements for collection of relevant and adequate data. 
 

 At the outset, he has to prepare an exhaustive bibliography 
on the subject and sketch outline. 
 

 He must identify the sources of data collected while making 
use of secondary data and make tote of related facts which 
is very important in historical research. 

 
(v) Testing of Hypothesis 

 
 Science does not admit anything as valid until a satisfactory 

test of its validity has been completed. 
 

 It is wrong to consider hypothesis as facts, no matter how 
clearly and systematically they have been arrived. 
 

 Thus, the testing of hypothesis to necessary in historical 
research. 

 
(vi) Evaluation of Data 

 
 Evaluation of data means testing and evaluating the 

accuracy of data collected. 
 

 The data is verified, validated through the process of 
criticism. 
 

 Thus, evaluation of data has fundamental importance. 
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(vii) Organisation of Data 
 

 After the evaluation, the next step is to organise it into a 
meaningful form. 
 

 This process is called “synthesis” or grouping of facts. 
 

 An effective synthesis calls for a thorough understanding of 
the meaning, implication of every peace of evidence, 
understanding the work that are related to the theme, critical 
thinking and ability to interpret and arranging the data. 

 
(viii) Interpretation and Writing Report 

 
 After the data has been arranged, scrutinized and analysed, 

the next step for the researcher is the interpretation and 
establishment of cause and effect relationship. 
 

 Theoretical interpretation serves a double purpose, on one 
hand, it gives understanding of the general facts which seen 
to explain what has been studied, on the other hand, it 
provides theoretical generalisation which can serve in turn 
as a guide for further research studies. 

 
 


